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Gunman targets newspaper, kills 


ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 


Suspect in custody 
had made threats, 
lost defamation case 


By BRIAN WITTE 
The Associated Press 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — Aman 
armed with smoke grenades and a 
shotgun attacked journalists at a 
newspaper in Maryland’s capital 
Thursday, killing five people before 
police quickly stormed the building 


and arrested him, police and wit- 
nesses said. 

Police said the suspect was a 
white man in his late 30s whose 
shotgun rampage at The Capital 
Gazette followed social-media 
threats directed at the newspaper. 
A law-enforcement official said the 
suspect has been identified as Jar- 
rod W. Ramos, 38. The official 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 

Police were searching an apart- 
ment in Laurel late Thursday that is 
tied to Ramos, who had a long 
history of conflict with the Capital 


Gazette, which produces a number 
of local newspapers along Mary- 
land’s shore. In 2015, he lost a 
defamation case he brought against 
the paper over a 2011 column he 
contended defamed him. The col- 
umn provided an account of Ramos’ 
guilty plea to criminal harassment 
of a woman over social media. 

The chilling attack was covered 
in real time by some of the journal- 
ists who found themselves under 
siege. Asummer intern, Anthony 
Messenger, tweeted out the address 

See > SHOOTING, A6 


People walk 
from the direc- 
tion of the Capi- 
tal Gazette 
building, where 
five people were 
| fatally shot 
Thursday in An- 
napolis, Mary- 
land. 
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How bad is crime in Seattle? 


Survey and data reveal that eid aie don't always jibe with reality 
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Gene Balk / FYI Guy 


Seattle Times staff columnist 


In some Seattle neigh- 
borhoods, folks think 
that crime is a lot worse 
than it is. 


That’s one of my takeaways 
from a recently released sur- 
vey on public safety conducted 


by Seattle University’s Department of Crimi- 


nal Justice. 


Nearly 6,500 city residents were asked to 


rate, on a scale of zero to 100, how much 
they worry about crime in their neighbor- 
hood. A zero would mean that they never 
worry about crime, and 100 would indicate 
that they worry about it all the time. Survey 
respondents were asked to consider both 
violent crime and property crime in their 


response. 


a higher fear at night. 


Overall, Seattleites rate their fear of crime 
at 45.4 out of 100. That number averages 
out a lower fear rating in daylight hours and 


The report also includes data for 59 city 
neighborhoods, and it shows that the level of 
fear varies widely among them — from low- 


points. 


I calculated the crime rates for Seattle 
neighborhoods, using Seattle Police Depart- 
ment data for 2016 and 2017 and the most 
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DEAN RUTZ / THE SEATTLE TIMES 
If you live in Belltown, you’re probably less concerned about crime than you should be — and compared to other neighborhoods in Seat- 
tle. People’s fear of crime does not always reflect crime rates, according to a recent survey and an analysis of Seattle police data. 


est to highest, there’s a spread of 22 points. 

That’s to be expected. After all, you’re 
much more likely to be a victim of crime in, 
say, downtown’s Belltown neighborhood 
than you are in quiet, affluent Magnolia — 
crime statistics bear that out. 

But here’s where it gets interesting: Ac- 
cording to Seattle University’s survey, it’s 
Magnolia — not Belltown — where the fear 
of crime is higher, and by more than 4 


Robot with artificial intelligence to head to space 


HIS NAME IS CIMON 
Riding with him will 


be ‘mousestronauts,’ 


super-caffeinated 
coffee for the ISS 


By MARCIA DUNN 
The Associated Press 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. — A robot 
with true artificial intelligence is 
about to invade space. 

The large, round, plastic robot 
head is part of SpaceX’s latest supply 
delivery to the International Space 
Station. 


The cargo also includes two sets of 
genetically identical female mice, 20 
mousestronauts that will pick up 
where NASA’s identical-twin-brother 
astronauts left off a few years ago. 
Also on board the flight, scheduled 
for liftoff early Friday, is super-caf- 
feinated coffee for the space station’s 
java-craving crew. 


As intriguing as identical space 
siblings and turbocharged space 
coffee may be, it’s the German robot 
— named Cimon, pronounced “Si- 
mon,” after the genius doctor in 
science fiction’s “Captain Future” — 
that’s stealing the show. 

Don’t worry about AI running 
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Amazon 
buys online 
pharmacy 


for $1 billion 


PILLPACK DEAL 


Health-care industry 
fears disruption from 
e-commerce giant’s move 


By CLAIRE BALLENTINE 
AND KATIE THOMAS 


The New York Times 


In the world of health care, on- 
line pharmacy PillPack is a pretty 
small player. Its workforce of 1,000 
or so people pales in comparison 
with the 235,000 who work for 
Walgreens. 

But when Amazon announced 
Thursday that it was buying Pill- 
Pack, the deal immediately shook 
the industry. Shares of Walgreens 
and Rite Aid tumbled more than 9 
percent, while CVS Health dropped 
6 percent. 

That is because with one move, 
Amazon answered the question 
about when — and how — it would 
grab a piece of the $560 billion 
prescription-drug industry. 

It was precisely the sort of deal 
that the health-care industry had 
feared. 

Amazon has been hinting at its 
interest in selling drugs, but it faced 
the problem of securing pharmacy 
licenses in each state. PillPack will 
help overcome that hurdle, since the 
startup is licensed to ship drugs in 50 
states. 

And it will be doing so without 
much financial stress. Amazon, 
which has a market value of over 
$840 billion, is paying about $1 bil- 
lion for the startup, according to 
one person briefed on the deal, who 
was not authorized to speak about 
it publicly. Amazon beat out Wal- 
mart for the company, the person 
said. 

See > AMAZON, A8 
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What makes Oakland, California, 
such a unique place? Take a trip 
through our photo gallery: 
st.news/Oakland 
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